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DOWN UNDER TAXIDERMY & HUNTING - Newsletter 3rd edition, 2012 

Hello,  

Welcome to the third edition of the Down Under Taxidermy and Hunting (DUTH) newsletter.  

The bigger Red Deer are starting to push their tops out now. The hills are a bit dry and could use 

more rain but enough has fallen for now and there is still sufficient feed around to get good antler 

growth for next year. We are nearly fully booked, so if you are keen on a Red Deer hunt during the 

2013 Roar, don’t hesitate to give me a call to secure a spot. For details on a Red Deer hunt, see the 

end of the newsletter. 

A Safari to Namibia has now been booked for Plains Game in September 2013. The safari is fully 

booked at this stage. If you are interested, feel free to contact us and we can put you on the 

cancelation list or you could book yourself in for the 2014 African Hunt. For details on this hunt see 

the end of the newsletter, or contact us.  

We are looking for expressions of interest from  4  people to go on a Lion Hunt. We want to do this 

sooner rather than later (early 2013), as there is talk lions may become cites 1 listed, meaning they 

would become nearly impossible to hunt and then import into Australia. The hunt would happen in a 

ranch style situation as a true wild lion hunt is not affordable for the average person. These hunts 

would range from about $18000 for a medium maned lion to about $24500 for a good maned lion. If 

you were interested in a lioness, these are about $8500. The hunting is as close to free range as you 

can have it, as the Game Ranch we are looking at is VERY big, about 60000 acres. You would be 

hunting these cats in their natural habitat, like as if they were free range. Not for the faint hearted. If 

this could interest you, email or call us. Some examples of lions hunted on this property are below. 
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We have now finished several animals in the Freeze Dryer. Open mouth pig mounts look very 

realistic done this way. 

  

 We can also preserve soft velvet antlers, with no shrinkage and no chemicals, unlike the traditional 

methods. All you have to do is either get the antlers to us within a couple of days if kept cold, or take 

cape off as normal and then freeze antlers. If they are to big for freezer, you can cut them in half, 

through the skull cap. 

   The pets that have been done so far are also very life-like and the customers have been very happy 

with the results. For more information, go to our website and click on the Freeze Dry page or you 

can also go to our new pet website at Pets Eternal www.pet.downundertaxidermy.com.au .  If you 

are interested in using this service or have further questions, don’t hesitate to contact us. 

 

In the field 

In the last two newsletters, we discussed how to get the skin off the body of the animal for a 

shoulder mount and we worked through the steps involved to get the skin off the head. This time we 

will discuss how to turn the ears, nose and lips and how to salt and prepare the skin for storage or 

the taxidermist.   
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The tools I use to take the skin off the head are a scalpel with a no 22 blade, a skinning knife with a 

nice curved edge and a flat screwdriver that has had the front rounded off a little bit, so as not to cut 

through the skin so easily.  

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Cut around the ear bulb, separating the meat from the skin and slowly working your way towards 

the cartilage. Once you have the meat separated as shown in the picture above, you can lift the ear 

by holding onto that lump and slowly cutting up to and down the side of the cartilage. The cartilage 

stays on the inside ear skin and the back outside ear skin is separated from that cartilage. When 

starting to separate the outside skin from the cartilage, be careful not to cut through the skin at the 

bottom of the ear opening. Cut down along the side of the cartilage as far as you can. In general you 

will get about half way without too much trouble. When separating the back of the ear skin from the 

cartilage, you have to make sure that once you reach as far as you can cut, you are right against the 

cartilage with no selvage still attached. You will know you have done it right when the cartilage looks 

smooth and does not have skin tissue on it any more. The reason for this is, when you are using your 

fingers or tool to separate the skin, it is a lot easier to tear it off the cartilage, then try and push 

through the skin selvage layers.         

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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When you have gone as far as you can with the knife, you can now remove the lump of meat at the 

base of the ear. Just trim it off the cartilage, being careful not to cut into the cartilage. Then using 

your fingers, push them into the ear between the cartilage and the back ear skin. In most ears, you 

can now tear the two sides apart. This step is easier with some ears than others, and requires a bit of 

feel and manipulation with your fingers. Go as far as you can and then get your screwdriver and 

carefully finish separating the skin off the cartilage. You have to work the screwdriver carefully back 

and forth inside the ear. If you just push it straight through, it may poke a hole into the skin. When at 

the edges of the ear, be very careful not to go through them. If you do make a hole, it is not ruined. 

Just try not to make it any bigger. If you tear through the skin in the middle of the ear, you may have 

to get the scalpel in there and skin a little bit past the hole before you try pushing it off with the 

screwdriver or fingers again.  Some ears you will have to skin with a knife all the way, as the skin will 

not separate from the cartilage. In these cases, use something like the screwdriver to push from the 

inside of the ear as you are turning it. This will allow you to put some pressure on the ear skin, as 

you are pulling it away from the cartilage and exposing the selvage line between the cartilage and 

the back ear skin. Cut along that white looking line that you create as you push the ear down on the 

tool.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Once you have turned the ear, you can finish off the ear edges that you did not separate fully. The 

ear will look something like the pictures above. You don’t have to cut right to the edge. It is ok to 

leave 2 to 3 millimetres unturned, as the salt will get to that without a problem.  

 

 

Now to turning the lips. This is a fairly simple operation. You are basically separating the smooth part 

of the lip from the hair side of the skin. This is to allow the salt to penetrate the skin quickly at the lip 

edges and later the tanning chemicals at the taxidermist.    

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Starting at the bottom lip, separate the meat from the skin. Holding the chin as above, use the 

thumb to pull back the meat and lip as you separate it from the chin skin. You will know that you are 

close to the skin, when you see the little hair roots. Do not go closer to the skin then that. Cut to the 

edge of the lip. Do this right around the mouth.    

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

You will be left with excess lip and meat as shown in the above picture. You can trim this off and 

leave about 2 to 3 cm of lip, or about 3 to 4 cm if open mouth mount is required. The lip should look 

like the third picture above.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Now to the nose.  Starting at the back of the nose, separate the cartilage from the skin, being careful 

not to cut through the back of the nostril, as shown in first picture above. Then you have to slit down 

the middle of the two nostrils to separate them. Finish off by opening up each nostril to allow salt to 

penetrate properly. It should look something like the pictures above.    

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Your finished skin should look a bit like the pictures above. When laying the skin out for salting, 

make sure you stretch the neck as wide as possible, as this will help the taxidermist to stretch the 

hide back to its original size. Salting and drying should be done in the shade and out of the weather if 

possible. If outside, cover the cape with something over night to keep off the dew, but make sure 

you remove the covering in the morning to allow the air to get to it. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Start by putting salt around all of the nooks and folds, eg around the ears, nostrils, lips, under the 

chin, eye sockets and any other folds. When ready to salt the face, first place plenty of salt on the 

neck skin then fold the face skin onto the heavily salted neck skin, making sure the face skin is 

stretched out and there are no folds in it.  

Basically, you have to make sure there is salt on every part of the meat side of the entire skin and 

that there are no parts folded onto each other with no salt in between. If it is dry weather and you 

have used plenty of salt, you should not need to repeat the salting. If the weather is very humid, it is 

best to shake all the salt off after one day, and resalt the skin with fresh salt. Once skin is dry, but 

still pliable, fold it up into a neat size. Fold hair side in and leave the face on the outside and not 

folded into the middle. This way, when the cape is stored for a while, the most vulnerable part of it 

can be inspected for insect damage or undesirable rehydration.  If the face skin is folded into the 

cape it is not visible and could get moist from humidity or attacked by insects and you would not 

know what is happening. The face attracts moisture and insects faster then the rest of the cape.  

Once the cape is folded, place it into a cloth bag that will keep insects out, but allow the cape to 

breathe and not sweat. Store in a cool dry place. You can also place the cape into a plastic bag, 

before it is totally dry and put it into a freezer. This is the best and safest way for long term storage.  

I hope this will help you with skinning your next trophy. 

In the next newsletter I will explain how to skin out an animal for a full mount.   
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RED DEER HUNT  

A lot of very good stags where sighted this year and not shot. These stags will be excellent 

trophies for the 2013 season. We are nearly fully booked for the 2013 season, so if you are 

interested don’t wait long to book a hunt with us. 

A 1x1, 4 day Red Hunt, all inclusive, costs $2500. 

A 2x1, 4 day Red Hunt, all inclusive, costs $2200 each.  

If interested, contact us. Contact details are at the bottom of this newsletter.  

BANTANG HUNT 

We are working on Bantang Hunts for next year. Details for these hunts are still being 

worked out, but if you are interested, email me and I will add you to the list to be contacted. 

These hunts will be in the heart of Bantang country and there are many good bulls around. 

They are conducted in the dry season, from about June to October. Contact details are at 

the bottom of newsletter. 

AFRICA SAFARI 

I am also organising 12 day Plains Game group hunts to Africa. I can organise all gun permits 

and flights for you. These hunts are good value for money and are great for everybody, but 

especially first timers or people who are not real confident organising their own trip. The 

trips are also great for people who don’t have the time to organise all the permits, 

documentation or do the legwork that is required. Also it is great to have fellow hunters 

along to share the experience with. The hunting can be 1 x 1, or 2 x 1. More information on 

costs and dates will be available for those interested. Send me an email or give me a call. 

The hunt for September 2013 is fully booked, but you can go on reservation list. 

SEE US AT THE SCI CONVENTION FEBRUARY 2013 

 Safari Club International Down Under Chapter will be holding their annual Convention on 

16th & 17th February 2013 at Tamworth Regional Entertainment Centre, Tamworth NSW   

Information on convention and site bookings can be found at www.scidownunder.org. 

  

Please promote the event in your area and let your friends know. Should you hear of anyone 

interested in being involved or who might like to have a stand at the convention, please 

have them contact Ray or Anthony as soon as possible. Details are below. 

 

Expo co-ordinators: Anthony or Ray Jnr  

email: expoinfo@scidownunder.org   

or phone: (02) 6779 1434 business hours  
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Look at their website in the near future for updates on accommodation & other information 

www.scidownunder.org  

 

CONTACT DETAILS for DOWN UNDER TAXIDERMY & HUNTING 

Best phone number to get us on is   0412 97 92 95 or email 

markusmich@aussiebroadband.com.au  

Thank you for reading this newsletter and hopefully it was also a bit informative to you. If 

you would like to see some examples of our work or want to see animals taken in previous 

years, go to our website at www.downundertaxidermy.com.au  

If you are interested in Pet Taxidermy and would like to see some examples of our work, 

then go to the Pets Eternal website at www.pet.downundertaxidermy.com.au 

 In the next newsletter I will explain how to skin an animal out for a full mount.  

 We from the team at Down Under Taxidermy and Hunting would like to thank you for your 

support in the past and future. We aim to please everyone where possible.    

Cheers  

Markus 

 

 

  

   


